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(54) Method to reduce the power consumption of radio receiver 



(57) A method for reducing the power consumption 
of a radio receiver, and in particular a digital audio broad- 
cast receiver, is described, in which the RF tuner of the 
receiver is powered up during portions of the received 
signal which contain information relating to the location 



of data within the signal. The tuner is then also powered 
up at various other times in response to this information, 
in order to allow the reception and demodulation only of 
selected data. In this way, it is possible to power down 
the tuner during some portions of the signal, thereby re- 
ducing power consumption. 
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[0001] This invention relates to a method to reduce the power consumption of a radio receiver, and in particular a 
Digital Audio Broadcast radio receiver. 

[0002] The European Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) standard (European Broadcast Union, Radio broadcast sys- 
tem: Digital audio broadcasting to mobile, portable and fixed receivers, ETS 300 401 , revised July 1 997) is growing in 
acceptance throughout the world as the replacement for conventional AM/FM radio broadcasting. A DAB transmission 
is based on Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplex (OFDM) modulation. Instead of transmitting on a single carrier 
frequency, OFDM uses many carrier frequencies simultaneously. This results in a broadband signal with a low symbol 
(baud) rate. OFDM offers two clear advantages in a mobile reception environment: 

1 . When a few carrier frequencies are corrupted, they only represent a small proportion of the transmission. With 
forward error correction coding, very few errors can occur after decoding. 

2. As the symbol duration is long, a majority of the reflected signals due to multipath propagation or multiple trans- 
mitters may constructively interfere and strengthen the main signal. 

[0003] In the time domain, the DAB signal is delivered as frames that are made up of consecutive OFDM symbols. 
The number of OFDM symbols to make up a frame depends on the DAB transmission mode, i.e. the combination of 
the number of carrier frequencies and symbol duration. The modes specified by the DAB standard are given in the 
following table: 



DAB Mode 


Number of carriers 


Symbol duration (approximate) 


Symbols per frame 


I 


1536 


1.25ms 


77 


II 


384 


0.31ms 


77 


III 


192 


0.16ms 


154 


IV 


768 


0.62ms 


77 
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[0004] Irrespective of the transmission mode, all DAB frames have a common format. At the start, there is a syn- 
chronisation channel, within which there are the NULL and Phase Reference (denoted by SYNC) symbols for both 
coarse and fine time/frequency synchronisation. Then follows the Fast Information Channel (FIC) which holds a con- 
tinuously updated directory of the contents of the rest of the frame, the Main Service Channel (MSC). The MSC forms 
the majority of the frame and it contains the payload of audio and data services occupying sub-channels. The organ- 
isation of the MSC is such that the information bits of each sub-channel would map onto a number of consecutive 
OFDM symbols. The MSC can be further divided into Common Interleaved Frames (CIF). An example DAB frame in 
mode I is given in Fig. 1 . 

[0005] An audio sub-channel usually occupies less than 20% of the OFDM symbols in a typical frame. For example, 
the BBC's DAB transmission carries at least six audio sub-channels. 

[0006] The architecture of a simplified DAB receiver 20, which might be used to recover the audio and data services 
in a DAB transmission, is shown in Fig. 2. 

[0007] The RF tuner 21 down-converts the broadcast signal so that it can be sampled by the Analogue-to-Digital 
Converter (ADC) 22. Individual frequency components within each symbol of the digitised broadband signal are ex- 
tracted using Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) in the FFT processor 23. These resolved frequency components are then 
decoded in three steps to remove the channel protection coding, which consists of Differential Quadrature Phase Shift 
Keying (DQPSK), time-and-frequency interleaving, and convolutional coding. The decoding correspondingly takes 
place in the DQPSK demodulator 24, deinterleaver 25 and vlterbi decoder 26. For audio sub-channels, the data is 
further decompressed with a MPEG audio decoder 27. 

[0008] In many DAB receiver implementations, a number of the functional blocks shown are integrated on the same 
integrated circuit. However, invariably the RF tuner 21 remains an external block. Typically it is powered continuously 
and may consume up to 3W. Comparatively speaking, the rest of the DAB receiver circuitry (audio amplifier excepted) 
consumes less than 1 W of power. 

[0009] US 5392457 discloses a battery saving method for a communication receiver, in which the power supply to 
the receiver is suspended when it is detected that the address portion of a coded message signal does not correspond 
to the designated address of the receiver. By this method, the remainder of the frame is not received, and power is 
saved when a message is not intended for a particular receiver. However, in DAB receivers each frame will contain 
data relevant to the sub-channels selected by the user, even though this relevant data may form only a small portion 
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of the frame. In addition, there exists the complication that the user may select any of various sub-channels, and that 
the location of a given sub-channel within the frame may change. 

[0010] One aspect of the present invention provides a method for reducing the power consumption of a radio receiver 
comprising a tuner for receiving a modulated signal and means for demodulating the received signal, the signal being 
transmitted in the form of transmission frames, each frame comprising a data portion and a configuration portion which 
contains information regarding the location of data within the data portion, 

wherein power is supplied to the tuner to allow reception of the configuration portion of each frame, and the 
supply of power to the tuner is modulated in response to the information contained in the configuration portion to enable 
reception of selected data within the data portion of the frame. 

[0011] In a preferred embodiment, the tuner is completely or partially powered down during at least a part of the data 
portion which does not contain selected data, and full power is supplied to the tuner during the remainder of each 
frame. In other words, during portions of the frame which do not contain required information, power may be conserved 
by reducing the supply of power to the tuner, either fully or partially. 

[0012] Power is preferably additionally supplied to the tuner for a predetermined period preceding and/or following 
portions of the frame containing the selected data. This period may be a "guard period" allowing for the transient settling 
of the tuner. 

[0013] When used with a DAB transmission as described previously, the configuration portion may comprise the FIC 
and the NULL and SYNC symbols. The data portion may correspond to the MSC. 

[0014] Another aspect of the invention provides a radio receiver for receiving a modulated signal transmitted in the 
form of transmission frames, each frame comprising a data portion and a configuration portion which contains infor- 
mation regarding the location of data within the data portion, the receiver comprising: 



25 



a tuner for receiving the modulated signal, 
means for demodulating the received signal, 

means for supplying power to the tuner to allow reception of the configuration portion of each frame, and 
means for modulating the supply of power to the tuner in response to the information contained in the configuration 
portion of each frame, to enable reception of selected data within the data portion of the frame. 
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[0015] Additional preferred features of the invention are described in the annexed sub-claims 3 to 14 and 16 to 21. 
[0016] A specific embodiment of the invention will now be described by way of example with reference to the ac- 
companying drawings in which: 
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Figure 1 shows the composition of typical DAB frame; and 
Figure 2 shows schematically the architecture of a DAB receiver. 

[0017] As described previously, the DAB frame illustrated in Figure 1 is in the form of a mode I frame 1 0 in accordance 
with the European Broadcast Union (EBU) DAB standard. The frame consists of 77 consecutive symbols, comprising 
a NULL symbol 1 , a Phase Reference symbol (SYNC) 2, the FIC 3 and the MSC 4. Other transmission Modes II, III, 
IV as described above are also specified in the standard. The MSC 4 comprises one or more Common Interleaved 
Frames (CIF) 5. The mode I DAB frame of Figure 1 has the MSC divided into four CIFs. Within the MSC, the basic 
addressable unit is the Capacity Unit (CU) representing 64 data bits. Each CIF holds 864 CUs. CU addresses are 
specified from 0 to 863. If the location of the first symbol in the DAB frame (i.e. the null symbol) is given the index 0, 
the location of the first MSC symbol for each mode is given in the table below. 



DAB mode 


Symbols per 
frame 


Number of 
FICsymbols 


Index of first MSC 
symbol 


CIFs per frame 


CUs per symbol 


I 


77 


3 


5 


4 


48 


II 


77 


3 


5 


1 


12 


III 


154 


8 


10 


1 


6 


IV 


77 


3 


5 


2 


24 



45 



50 



55 



[001 8] For each audio or data service carried by the DAB frame within the MSC, the data is distributed in consecutive 
CUs (positioned in successive symbols within the same CIF). In modes I and IV, there is more than one CIF per frame, 
and the data for a particular service is contained in successive symbol bursts with no interleave. Consequently, CUs 
belonging to a particular audio or data service occur in 4 or 2 bursts within mode I and IV frames respectively. Figure 
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1 shows a selected sub-channel appearing in the first CIF, and the subsequent bursts relating to the same sub-channel, 
which occur in the remaining three CIFs. 

[0019] In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the invention, where a particular sub-channel is selected, the 
tuner of the radio receiver is only powered during the time periods necessary to ensure reception of the selected sub- 
5 channel. The power supply to the tuner may be switched off during portions of the frame containing symbols relating 
to other sub-channels, resulting in a power saving. 

[0020] Figure 1 shows all the symbols which must be demodulated in order to allow the full decoding of a selected 
sub-channel. These are the NULL, SYNC and FIC symbols, the MSC symbols occupied by the selected sub-channel, 
and any OFDM symbol preceding a selected MSC symbol where differential (DQPSK) encoding is used. In addition, 
10 the tuner may be switched on before the beginning of a required symbol, to allow for the transient settling period of 
the tuner. Such a "guard period" may also be employed before the tuner is switched off at the end of a symbol, to avoid 
the loss of data. 

[0021] In the example shown in Figure 1, assuming the turn-on transient-settling period is negligibly small, the RF 
tuner is only switched on for 29 symbols out of 77 in the frame, ie. a 62% power reduction compared to being contin- 
is uously powered. 

[0022] The start and end CU addresses of any given DAB sub-channel are specified in the FIC. These addresses 
can be changed dynamically under the procedures for multiplex reconfiguration given in the EBU standard, such that 
a given sub-channel will not always appear at the same location in different frames. Typically, a DAB broadcast changes 
its configuration a few times everyday. 
20 [0023] The FIC is structured such that it contains separate CU address information for each CIF within the DAB 
frame. In order to effectively control the supply of power to the tuner in response to this information, it is therefore 
necessary to determine which symbols in the overall DAB frame correspond to a particular CU address within a given 
CIF. 

[0024] Using the mode I DAB frame of Figure 1 as an example, the frame is made up of 77 symbols (numbered 0 
25 to 76), comprising a NULL symbol, a SYNC symbol, three FIC symbols and four consecutive CIFs, each 18 symbols 
in length. 

[0025] The FIC may specify that a particular sub-channel is located at, for example, CU addresses 100 to 319 of the 
first CIF in the frame, and also at CU addresses 1 00 to 31 9 in each of the three other CIFs respectively. This information 
can then be converted into power on times for the tuner, as follows. 

30 [0026] The first five symbols of the mode I DAB frame (symbols 0-4) comprise the NULL, SYNC, and FIC symbols, 
as stated previously, and the tuner must be powered during this period. The first symbol of the first CIF is therefore 
the sixth symbol of the DAB frame (symbol number 5). Since there are 18 symbols in each CIF, and each symbol 
comprises 48 CUs, the first CIF contains 864 CUs located at symbols 5-22 of the DAB frame. Symbol 5 of the frame 
therefore corresponds to CU addresses 0 to 47 of the first CIF, symbol 6 corresponds to CU addresses 48 to 95, and 

35 so on. Therefore, the symbols relating to the given sub-channel in the first CIF are symbols 7 to 11, since these cor- 
respond to CU addresses 96 to 335 within the first CIF. 

[0027] The second CIF occupies symbols 23 to 40 of. the DAB frame, the third CIF occupies symbols 41 -58, and the 
fourth CIF occupies symbols 59 to 76. Therefore, using the same principles as for the first CIF, CU addresses 100 to 
319 within each of these CIFs correspond to symbols 25-29, 43-47 and 61 -65, respectively, within the DAB frame. 

40 [0028] Thus, where the selected sub-channel occupies CU addresses 100-319 of each CIF in a mode I DAB frame, 
it can be seen that the tuner must be powered to receive symbols 0-4, 7-11 , 25-29, 43-47 and 61 -65 within the frame. 
As shown in Figure 1, the symbol preceding each block of required symbols must also be received where differential 
encoding is employed. In this example, these extra symbols are numbers 6, 24, 42 and 60. Therefore a total of 29 out 
of the 77 symbols of each frame are required in this particular example, although this may vary greatly depending on 

45 the size of the sub-channel and the DAB mode used. 

[0029] Following from the example above, the formulae to determine the symbol location holding a particular CU are 
given below for each of the four DAB transmission modes. (Null symbol has index 0. CU address is denoted by C.) 

Mode I 

so 

[0030] As there are four CI Fs, the CU address within a CI F maps to four symbols, depending on which CI F is referred 
to: 

C/48+5, C/48+23, C/48+41 and C/48+59 
55 Mode II 

[0031] The CU address maps to only one symbol: C/1 2+5 
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Mode III 

[0032] The CU address maps to only one symbol: C/6+1 0 
5 Mode IV 

[0033] The CU address maps to two symbols: C/24+5 and C/24+41 

[0034] Using the above formulae, the symbols containing the CUs belonging to any selected sub-channel can be 
determined. As the QPSK symbols are differentially coded, the symbol preceding the one containing the start CU must 
10 also be demodulated. 

[0035] The architecture of a DAB receiver is shown schematically in Figure 2, and has been described previously. 
In the receiver according to an embodiment of the invention, the system controller includes means for controlling the 
supply of power to the tuner in response to the contents of the FIC. The functional blocks in Figure 2 for processing 
the signal received by the tuner (analogue-to-digital converter, FFT processor, etc.) may be integrated as software 

15 within a single component. 

[0036] The power supply to the external tuner may be controlled by a signal that is approximately synchronous to 
the symbol rate of the DAB transmission (allowing for any guard period), particularly where the system controller is an 
external component. Alternatively, where an on-chip system controller is used, a pin should be reserved to bring out 
this signal. A programmable register may also be used to allow for different switch-on transient times for different RF 

20 tuners. During the off periods of the control signal, the RF tuner may be partially or completely powered down. By 
modulating the power supply to the RF tuner, the overall power consumption of the DAB receiver can be reduced. 
[0037] In a preferred embodiment, a significant power saving can be achieved through the use of such a control 
signal to turn off the tuner alone. Similar signals could be provided to control the power supply to each functional block, 
thereby providing greater savings. However, the power reduction achieved by the use of such further signals is less 

25 significant, for a number of reasons. Firstly, the power reduction benefit is marginal for the extra complexity; secondly, 
alternative power saving techniques, such as the use of a lower clock rate, may be employed; and finally, separate 
control signals are not required where the various functions are integrated as software into the same unit. 
[0038] The realisable power-saving is greatest when part of the multiplex is not required by the user In DAB modes 
II, Ml and IV the proportion of time spent on the FIC and transient-settling period is greater, and the power saving benefit 

30 js somewhat reduced. 

[0039] It is desirable for the RF tuner to be able to recover from complete power-down in the shortest time possible 
in a power-efficient manner. Partial power-down and longer switch-on transient times will reduce the power saving. 
[0040] Embodiments of the invention may be employed in various applications, examples of which are given below: 

35 1. A receiver stand-by mode that monitors the FIC and possibly one small data sub-channel. In this mode the 

receiver would operate similarly to a pager. 

2. Portable receivers for audio information only that never or seldom require all symbols to be demodulated. 



40 Claims 

1. A method for reducing the power consumption of a radio receiver comprising a tuner for receiving a modulated 
signal and means for demodulating the received signal, the signal being transmitted in the form of transmission 
frames, each frame comprising a data portion and a configuration portion which contains information regarding 
45 the location of data within the data portion, 

wherein power is supplied to the tuner to allow reception of the configuration portion of each frame, and the 
supply of power to the tuner is modulated in response to the information contained in the configuration portion to 
enable reception of selected data within the data portion of the frame. 

50 2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein the tuner is completely or partially powered down during at least a part of 
the data portion which does not contain selected data, and full power is supplied to the tuner during the remainder 
of each frame. 

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein the tuner is fully powered to allow demodulation only of the configuration 
55 portion and selected parts of the data portion. 

4. A method according to claim 2 or 3, wherein full power is additionally supplied to the tuner for a predetermined 
period immediately preceding and/or following portions of the frame containing the selected data. 
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5. A method according to any of claims 2 to 4, wherein the selected data corresponds to a selected audio and/or 
data service. 

6. A method according to claim 5, wherein the service is selected by the user. 

7. A method according to any of claims 2 to 6, wherein the configuration portion includes a synchronisation portion. 

8. A method according to any of claims 2 to 7, wherein the tuner is fully powered for a discrete time interval following 
the configuration portion of the frame. 

9. A method according to any of claims 2 to 8, wherein the tuner is fully powered for a plurality of discrete time intervals 
following the configuration portion of the frame. 

10. A method according to claim 8 or 9, wherein the duration and/or start time of the discrete time interval(s) is/are 
variable. 

11. A method according to claim 10, wherein the duration and/or start time of the discrete time interval(s) is/are variable 
in response to the information contained in the configuration portion of the frame. 

12. A method according to any of claims 2 to 11 , wherein each transmission frame comprises a series of Orthogonal 
Frequency Division Multiplex (OFDM) symbols. 

13. A method according to claim 12, wherein the configuration portion comprises a NULL symbol, a Phase Reference 
(SYNC) symbol and directory symbols which contain information regarding the location of data within the data 
portion. 

14. A method according to claim 12 or 1 3, wherein the tuner is fully powered to allow demodulation only of the NULL 
symbol, Phase Reference (SYNC) symbol, directory symbols, symbols containing selected data and the symbol 
preceding each symbol or group of symbols containing selected data. 

15. A radio receiver for receiving a modulated signal transmitted in the form of transmission frames, each frame com- 
prising a data portion and a configuration portion which contains information regarding the location of data within 
the data portion, the receiver comprising: 

a tuner for receiving the modulated signal, 
means for demodulating the received signal, 

means for supplying power to the tuner to allow reception of the configuration portion of each frame, and 
means for modulating the supply of power to the tuner in response to the information contained in the config- 
uration portion of each frame, to enable reception of selected data within the data portion of the frame. 

16. A radio receiver according to claim 15, comprising means for completely or partially powering down the tuner 
during at least a part of the data portion which does not contain selected data, and supplying full power to the tuner 
during the remainder of each frame. 

17. A radio receiver according to claim 16, comprising means for supplying full power to the tuner during one or more 
discrete time intervals following the configuration portion of the frame. 

18. A radio receiver according to claim 17, comprising means for varying the duration(s) and/or start time(s) of the 
discrete time interval(s). 

19. A radio receiver according to claim 18, wherein the means for varying the duration(s) and/or start time(s) are 
responsive to the information contained in the configuration portion of the frame. 

20. A radio receiver according to any of claims 1 5 to 1 9, comprising means for generating a control signal for modulating 
the supply of power to the tuner. 

21. A radio receiver according to any of claims 15 to 20, wherein the modulated signal is a Digital Audio Broadcast 
signal. 
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